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The synthesis of ureas from amines has traditionally been
accomplished with stoichiometric reactions of phosgene or
its derivatives, which are associated with environmental and
waste disposal issues. Because of the prevalence of urea moi-
eties in molecules of interest for several applications, alterna-
tive catalytic routes for the oxidative conversion of amines to

ureas using CO as the carbonyl source have been developed.
This microreview discusses recent developments in transition
metal-catalyzed oxidative carbonylation of amines to ureas
as an alternative to phosgene and its derivatives.

(© Wiley-VCH Verlag GmbH & Co. KGaA, 69451 Weinheim,
Germany, 2007)

Introduction

The development of new synthetic protocols for the prep-
aration of ureas has recently attracted interest because of
the presence of this functional group in pharmaceutical
candidates,' 3! agrochemicals, resin precursors, dyes and
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additives to petrochemicals and polymers.[] The classical
syntheses of ureas from amines have been based on the use
of toxic and/or corrosive reagents, such as phosgene or iso-
cyanates.”® In recent years, however, alternative routes
have been developed that utilize phosgene derivatives, CO,,
or CO itself as the source of the carbonyl moiety.l) Particu-
larly attractive from the standpoint of atom economy!'” is
oxidative carbonylation,!'":'?l which employs amines, car-
bon monoxide and an oxidant as starting materials and
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produces only the reduced form of the oxidant and protons
as byproducts.

In an effort to develop new methodologies for preparing
moieties with carbonyl-nitrogen bonds, metal-catalyzed
carbonylation of amines has been extensively studied.
Mono- and dicarbonylations of amines catalyzed by
Mn, 13141 FellS] Co 16171 Nj 118191 Ry,[20231 R [23.24]
Pd,2>-34 WB35401 pe B I or Aul*?431 have been re-
ported, and many different types of products, including
ureas,[!416:18:23.441  yrethanes, ™! oxamides,*®  form-
amides,*’ > and oxazolidinones,[*?! have been obtained.
These carbonylations have generally been carried out at
high temperatures under moderate-to-high pressures of CO
and efforts to find catalysts that are effective under mild
conditions continue. This microreview highlights some se-
lected recent advances in the transition metal catalyzed oxi-
dative carbonylation of amines to ureas.

1. Palladium-Catalyzed Oxidative Carbonylation
of Amines

Carbonylation of amines using Pd catalysts has been ex-
tensively studied since Tsuji reported the first Pd-catalyzed
carbonylation of amines in 1966.34 Methods for oxidative
carbonylation using PdCl, as catalyst with copper oxidants
or O, as the terminal oxidant and CuX or CuX, as a medi-
ator have been developed for preparation of ureas,[>3->31 car-
bamates, > and oxamides.[*>#*>7-58] Since a recent review
of Pd-catalyzed reactions is available,['? this Microreview
will highlight a few selected examples.

1.1. Homogeneous Carbonylation of Amines to Ureas

Fukuokal®! and Chaudharil® reported the oxidative
carbonylation of alkylamines using Pd/C as catalyst and io-
dide salts as promoters in the presence of O,, which af-
forded the corresponding ureas and/or carbamates in good
yields. Related results have been reported by Gabriele®!! for
the oxidative carbonylation of amines using Pdl, and O,
which led to formation of ureas, carbamates, and their cy-
clic derivatives in good yields. New conditions for the PdI,-
catalyzed oxidative carbonylation of amines to ureas [Equa-
tions (1) and (2)], afforded ureas in high yields with turn-
over numbers as high as 4950.28:621 Carbonylations of pri-
mary aliphatic amines [Equation (1), R = alkyl] were car-
ried out at 100 °C under a mixture of CO, air, and CO, in
the presence of a simple catalytic system consisting of PdI,
in conjunction with a KI promoter. In the absence of CO,,
less satisfactory results were obtained.!®?l The choice of sol-
vent was critical to product selectivity. Monocarbonylation
to the urea was favored in dioxane or 1,2-dimethoxyethane
(DME), while double carbonylation to the oxamide pre-
dominated in the more polar solvents N,N-dimethylacet-
amide (DMA) or N-methylpyrrolidinone (NMP). The selec-
tivity was attributed to higher nucleophilicity of the amine
substrates in DMA or NMP, which favors the formation of
Pd(CONHBu), species that generate the oxamide by re-
4454
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ductive elimination. Primary aromatic amines [Equa-
tion (1), R = Ar] were generally less reactive than primary
aliphatic amines under these conditions but addition of an
electron-donating methoxy group increased the nucleophi-
licity of the aromatic amine enough to improve the activity.

Pd cat JOL
2RNH, +CO+1/20, RHN" “NHR
-H,0 (1)
Pd cat JOL
RNH, + R;NH +CO +1/2 O, RHN” "NR',
- HZO (2)

The mechanism for the carbonylation of primary amines
was examined in more detail after it was determined that
the secondary amines diethylamine, dibutylamine, and
morpholine were unreactive under the same conditions. The
difference in reactivity was attributed to the formation of
isocyanate intermediates from the primary amine, with car-
bamoylpalladium complex 1 formed in preequilibrium with
starting materials (Scheme 1). In agreement with this hy-
pothesis, isocyanates were detected (by GLC, TLC, and
GLC/MS) in the reaction mixtures in low-conversion ex-
periments. Under these conditions, Pd is reoxidized to Pd!!
by oxidative addition of I,, which is regenerated through
oxidation of HI by oxygen.

- HI O

Pd T, + RNH, + CO

IPd NHR

-[Pd(0) +HT]

RNH, R-N=C=0

RHN NHR

Scheme 1.

This catalytic system proved to be effective for the syn-
thesis of cyclic ureas from the corresponding diamines, with
1,3-dihydrobenzoimidazol-2-one obtained in 99% isolated
yield [Equation (3)]. This particularly high reactivity was at-
tributed to increased nitrogen nucleophilicity and a less
negative entropy of activation due to the proximity of the
ortho amino groups.®!

H
NH N
@: 2 .CO +1120, ©:>=o
N
NH, N 3

Direct catalytic preparation of trisubstituted ureas in
high selectivity [Equation (2)] was possible under these con-
ditions if the primary amine was carbonylated in the pres-
ence of an excess of a secondary amine.’®! This method-

PdI, cat
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ology has proven to be effective for the synthesis of several
types of urea derivatives, such as cyclic ureas from primary
diamines and N,N-bis(methoxycarbonylalkyl)ureas from
primary a-amino esters. A showcase synthesis of the neuro-
peptide Y5 receptor antagonist NPY5RA-972 was also re-
ported [Equation (4)].?%]

NH,
H
() :
+
N J
A ©
Pd cat
CcO
120,
—H,0

N

N

NPY5RA-972
4

1.2 Palladium Catalysis in Ionic Liquids

Recently, many catalytic reactions have been reported to
proceed in ionic liquids with excellent results.[®3] This ap-
proach has been adapted by Deng for Pd-catalyzed carbon-
ylation of amines to ureas.[® A solubility study of the cata-
lyst Pd(phen)Cl, established that the ionic liquids
BMImBF,; (BMIm = 1-butyl-3-methylimidazolium),
BMImPF4, BMImFeCl,, and BMImCI were candidate me-
dia for the carbonylation reaction and that catalyst solubil-
ity could be adjusted through the tuning of either the cation
or anion of the ionic liquids. Carbonylation of aniline to
the carbamate in the presence of O, and methanol was used
to demonstrate catalytic activity and recyclability of the cat-
alyst/ionic liquid mixture.

Subsequent work by the Deng group developed a new
method using silica gel-immobilized ionic liquids, in which
a Pd complex acts as a heterogenized catalyst for the car-
bonylation of amines and nitrobenzene to ureas. Heterogen-
ization of the metal catalyst by preparation of a silica gel
confined ionic liquid was followed by the carbonylation of
amines and nitrobenzene to the corresponding ureas
(Scheme 2).1%% No additional oxidant is necessary since the
nitrobenzene serves as both substrate and oxidant. In terms
of green chemistry, the advantages of this method are the
low quantities of ionic liquids used and the avoidance of
potentially explosive CO/O, mixtures. The authors sug-
gested that the enhanced catalytic activity of this system
may be derived from the high concentration of ionic liquid
containing the metal complex confined within the cavities
of the silica gel matrix.[®]

Eur. J. Org. Chem. 2007, 4453-4465

© 2007 Wiley-VCH Verlag GmbH & Co. KGaA, Weinheim

European Journal
of Organic Chemistry

@-NHCONHR

R = phenyl, butyl, hexyl, cyclohexyl, p-methylphenyl
p-methoxyphenyl, o-nitrophenyl

co
NO, + RNH,

metal complex-
ionic liquid/silica gel

Scheme 2.

Experiments with the ionic liquids DMImBF, (1-decyl-
3-methylimidazolium tetrafluoroborate) and EMImBF, (1-
ethyl-3-methylimidazolium tetrafluoroborate) and the cata-
lysts HRu(PPh;),Cl,, Rh(PPh;);Cl, Pd(PPh;),Cl, and
Co(PPhj3);Cl, afforded good to excellent yields of N,N'-di-
phenylurea (DPU) from nitrobenzene and aniline. The Rh-
DMImBF/silica gel catalyst produced 93% conversion of
starting materials with a selectivity of 92% for the urea.
Conversion of aliphatic amines and nitrobenzene to the un-
symmetrically substituted ureas could also be achieved with
this particular catalyst.

1.3 Electrocatalytic Carbonylation

Another method for the synthesis of alkylureas is the
electrocatalytic carbonylation of aliphatic amines, as re-
ported by Deng.[® Electrocatalytic carbonylation of a
series of aliphatic amines to dialkylureas and isocyanates
using Pd! complexes with a Cu!l cocatalyst could be
achieved under mild reaction conditions, with particularly
good results for primary amines [Equation (5)]. The ad-
ditional steric hindrance in secondary amines apparently
prevents the reaction, as diisopropylamine was unreactive
under the same conditions. In addition, no conversion of
primary diamines to cyclic ureas was observed although
one long chain diamine did afford a low yield of the corre-
sponding isocyanate.

Pd(PPh3),Cl, + Cu(OAc),

Buy,NCIO,, 30°C, 1 atm RHN" "NHR
0.9 V versus SCE %)

2 RNH, + CO

Although products were obtained with a single complex
as catalyst [Cu(OAc),, PdCl, or Pd(OAc),], catalytic ac-
tivity and selectivity for the urea were improved when both
a Pd complex and Cu(OAc), were present in the reaction
mixtures. Quantitative conversion and 98% selectivity for
the urea were achieved in the case of n-butylamine when
Pd(PPh;),Cl, and Cu(OAc), were used together as cata-
lysts.[°] The authors suggested a synergistic effect between
Pd"™ and Cu'l, as opposed to simple mediation of electron
transfer, which had been invoked in a related case of electro-
catalysis.[¢7]

1.4 Mechanistic Studies

Recent progress has also been made in understanding the
mechanism of the carbonylation of amine nucleophiles. Shi-
mizu and Yamamoto have reported a mechanistic study fo-

4455

WWW.eurjoc.org



MICROREVIEW

D. J. Diaz, A. K. Darko, L. McElwee-White

- RNH;3X
N=C=0
R
isocyanate
+RNH,
+ RNH,
(0]
&I:
j\ Lde< NHR
X
R. .R
N N
H H 3
- RNH»X

Scheme 3.

cusing on the role of the reoxidation of Pd® species formed
in the principal catalytic cycle to electrophilic Pd" species
during the selective carbonylation of amines to oxamides
and ureas.*® Their work revealed the importance of the
oxidant in selectivity as 1,4-dichloro-2-butene (DCB) af-
forded oxamides from primary and secondary amines while
the use of I, as the oxidizing agent resulted in formation of
ureas. Further insight was obtained through independent
generation of carbamoylpalladium complexes as models for
species in the catalytic cycle.

Two possible mechanisms for the conversion of primary
amines to ureas by palladium-catalyzed carbonylation were
discussed in conjunction with this study. In the first, the
critical step is reductive elimination of carbamoyl and
amido ligands to generate the urea, as previously proposed
by Alper.[*] The crucial step in the second possible route
involves formation of an intermediate alkyl isocyanate from
N-monoalkylcarbamoylpalladium species 3 (Scheme 3).
The urea product is then derived from nucleophilic attack
of a primary or secondary amine on the isocyanate to re-
lease a symmetrically or unsymmetrically substituted urea.
This second possibility is based on an earlier proposal by
Gabriele for a related system.[°?l Support for the isocyanate
pathway came from the inability of secondary amines to
form tetrasubstituted ureas. Kinetic studies on the reaction
of the N-monoalkylcarbamoyl complex in the presence of
triethylamine provided further evidence for generation of
isocyanates by the deprotonation pathway.[4¢!

2. Other Late Transition Metal Catalysts

2.1 Nickel-Catalyzed Oxidative Carbonylation

The extensive development of palladium-catalyzed oxi-
dative carbonylation reactions along with the ability of Ni
complexes to undergo carbonylation and produce stable
carbamoyl derivatives suggested investigation of nickel
complexes as catalysts for the oxidative carbonylation of
amines.!'®! Giannoccaro obtained N,N’'-dialkylureas, rather
than the previously reported oxamides,'”! by reacting ali-
phatic primary amines with the nickel amine complexes
4456
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Oxidant
PdL,
L Pd/
2
~x
2 X=Clorl
L =ligand

2RNH,, CO

NiX,(RNH,)4 (X = CI, Br; R = alkyl). However, yields were
low, and at temperatures higher than 50 °C, side reactions
became significant. On the other hand, at lower tempera-
tures the reductive step, in which amine carbonylation oc-
curs, failed. The product selectivity depended on the
amount of water present, with anhydrous conditions favor-
ing the oxamide, while the presence of water promoted urea
formation (Scheme 4). The authors suggested that water
could coordinate to the nickel center, allowing the forma-
tion of only one carbamoyl group. Under aqueous condi-
tions, this intermediate would then undergo nucleophilic at-
tack by the amine to form the urea. In the absence of water,
the oxamide would arise from reductive elimination of two
carbamoyl groups.[!®]

Nil'+CO

r’*RNHZ

CONHR
\N'/
1
// "N CONHR

H,0 anhydrous

CONHR

OH,

N
/>
l+RNH2 l

Urea Oxamide

Scheme 4.

2.2 Ruthenium-Catalyzed Oxidative Carbonylation

Gupte utilized ruthenium catalysts for the selective for-
mation of N,N’-diphenylurea (DPU) from the oxidative car-
bonylation of aniline.*3) High selectivity (99%) for the for-
mation of DPU was obtained with [Ru(CO);15]NBuy as the
catalyst and Nil as the promoter. The key step in the pro-
posed mechanism involves the formation of the carbamoyl

Eur. J. Org. Chem. 2007, 4453-4465
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-CO
[Ru(CO)L51 [Ru(COp LI
4 5
AINH,
HI
[(ArNH)Rél(CO)zlz]' co
120,
[(AMNHRU(H)CO)L] [(ATNHR(CO) 1oy
ArNH,
[HRu(CO),L, ] [(AINHCO)RW(CO),L, ]
9 8
(ArNH),CO AINH,

Scheme 5.

species 8 (Scheme 5). Loss of CO from the catalyst precur-
sor [Ru(CO);15] (4) generates the intermediate 5, which re-
acts with aniline to form 6 and HI. Addition and insertion
of CO affords the carbamoyl complex 8, which reacts with
aniline to yield the urea and the hydrido carbonyl species
9. Addition of aniline to form 10 is followed by oxidation
with O, to regenerate the active species 6 (Scheme 5).[>%]
Related chemistry with alkylamines has been reported by
Chaudhari.[69-68]

2.3 Cobalt- and Rhodium-Catalyzed Oxidative
Carbonylation

Rindone reported the synthesis of acyclic and cyclic
ureas from aromatic primary amines, using N,N'-bis(salicyl-
idene)ethylenediaminocobalt(I) [Co(salen)] as the cata-
lyst.l'l Optimal reaction conditions varied with the sub-
strate. For example, the urea yields from 4-methylaniline
were higher at high pressure of O,, while 4-fluoroaniline
reacted better at lower O, pressure. Substituent effects were
also examined. Electron-withdrawing groups in the para po-
sition lowered the conversion of the starting amine while
ortho-aminophenol was more reactive than the other
amines. The substituent effects were elaborated in a subse-
quent paper.[®”]
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The proposed mechanism involved equilibrium between
planar and non-planar salen ligands (11 and 12) on a co-
balt(III) amido complex, either of which could undergo car-
bon monoxide insertion to give an equilibrium mixture of
carbamoyl complexes 13 and 14. Compound 13, having the
planar salen ligand and a frans relationship between the
carbamoyl and amine ligands, could lead to free isocyanate
or carbamate, while complex 14, having a nonplanar salen
and a cis relationship between the carbamoyl and amine
ligands, would lead to the urea (Scheme 6).[16]

NH,Ar NH,Ar
fN,70 Nl—=0 :
£.Co” —> (. Co —— free isocyanate or
carbamate
NHAr o]
ArlIN
11 13
0
| —_— N |7NHzAr —» yrea
@7“2“ (z-ce?
NAr 0
ArHN
12 14
Scheme 6.
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Claver prepared modified Co(salen) complexes (Figure 1)
and utilized them as catalysts for oxidative carbonylation
of aniline."” Results revealed that the fert-butyl-substituted
catalyst 16 produced 100% selectivity for diphenylurea in
the presence of butanol, while the other complexes afforded
mixtures of the urea and the corresponding butyl carba-
mate. The phenanthroline derivative 19 also showed high
selectivity (94%) for the urea.

O,N

Figure 1. Co(salen) (15) and modified Co(salen) complexes 16-20.

Efforts in the rhodium-catalyzed carbonylation of amines
to ureas have been sparse in recent years. An early study by
Chaudhari investigated various factors that affect activity
and selectivity of rhodium-catalyzed oxidative carbon-
ylation.[”!1 Although the primary objective was the synthe-
sis of carbamates, some conditions were found to favor the
formation of ureas. In studies focused on the oxidative car-
bonylation of aniline, a Rh/C-Nal system was determined
to be best for the catalytic process. Using this catalyst, polar
solvents like acetonitrile or DMF favored formation of di-
phenylurea, while most other solvents favored the carba-
mate. Modifying pressure, temperature, and concentration
also affected selectivity and activity.[’!]

Giannoccaro reported preparation of Rh3* and Rh3*—
diamine complexes intercalated into y-titanium phosphate
(TiP), and measured their activity towards oxidative car-
bonylation of aniline.l’?! Intercalation provided a way to
heterogenize an otherwise homogeneous catalyst. Typical
conditions involved acetonitrile or methanol as the solvent,
a CO/O, mixture at atmospheric or higher pressure, tem-
peratures between 70-120°C, and the presence of
PhNH;*T" as a promoter. The highest catalyst activities
were obtained with increased pressure of the CO/O, mix-
ture, higher temperature, and a molar ratio of co-catalyst
to Rh3*(PhNH;*T/Rh3*) between 5 and 6. It was found
that the materials containing simple Rh3* salts worked bet-
ter than those prepared from Rh3*—diamine complexes. The
key intermediate in the postulated reaction mechanism
4458
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(Scheme 7) is the Rh**—carbamoyl complex 21 which reacts
with molecular iodine to form the iodoformate intermedi-
ate, ICONHPh. The latter reacts with aniline to afford di-
phenylurea.[’?]

PhNHCONHPh
HI
PhNH,
ICONHPh
H0, HI TiP-H,Rh, o
N
PhNH,
H,0 I, TiP-H; .,)Rh-(CONHPh),
Scheme 7.

2.4 Gold-Catalyzed Oxidative Carbonylation

Deng has investigated gold compounds as catalysts for
the carbonylation of amines.*3-737¢ Although simple Au'
salts afforded carbamates from aniline, the reactions of ali-
phatic amines also yielded the urea in some cases.[”3l Poly-
mer-immobilized gold catalysts, prepared from commer-
cially available ion exchange resins and HAuCly, were found
to catalyze the carbonylation of arylamines to their methyl
carbamates in the presence of methanol.*3! In the absence
of methanol, the diarylureas became the major products. In
contrast to previously reported gold catalysts, the polymer-
immobilized variety showed enhanced catalytic efficiency,
could easily be separated from the product, and could be
used in the absence of organic solvents. Subsequent work
demonstrated that use of this system with aliphatic amines
and CO, could afford symmetrical dialkylureas, with high
yields and turnover frequencies (Scheme 8).I7%1 The mecha-
nism is unclear, but it was postulated that the high activity
can be attributed to some synergistic relationship between
gold nanoparticles and the polymer support.

Au/polymer
R,NH

R,NHCONHR,
CO+0,

or CO,

Scheme 8.

3. Tungsten-Catalyzed Oxidative Carbonylation
of Amines

3.1 Carbonylation of Primary Amines

Despite extensive investigation of transition-metal-cata-
lyzed carbonylation reactions, examples involving Group 6
metals still remain rare. During the last decade, we have
been exploring conversion of amine substrates to the corre-
sponding ureas using carbonyl tungsten complexes as the
catalysts and I, as the oxidant.

Eur. J. Org. Chem. 2007, 4453-4465
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The initial report described catalytic oxidative carbon-
ylation of primary amines using the iodo-bridged tungsten
dimer [(CO),W(NPh)L,], (22) as the precatalyst.l*> During
those studies, it was shown that primary aromatic and ali-
phatic amines could be carbonylated to 1,3-disubstituted
ureas, while secondary amines afforded formamides in
modest yields.

Mechanistic studies on this process established that pri-
mary amines reacted stoichiometrically with the dimer 22
to yield the amine complexes (CO),I,W(NPh)(NH,R) (23)
(Scheme 9), which undergo reaction with excess amine to
afford the corresponding ureas.’”) Nucleophilic attack of
the amine on a carbonyl ligand of 24, followed by proton
abstraction using a second equivalent of the amine would
afford the carbamoyl complex 25. IR spectra of the reaction
mixtures were consistent with the presence of the carbamoyl
complexes. The intermediacy of the carbamoyl complex 25
is precedented by Angelici’s work on the carbonylation of
methylamine by [(n°-CsHs)W(CO)4]PF,,"”! for which the
first step is conversion of [(n>-CsHs)W(CO)4]" to the car-
bamoyl complex (1°-CsHs)W(CO);(CONHCH5) upon re-
action with 2 equiv. of methylamine.

ll’h Ph
N ' 1 equiv. NH,R T!’
. OC/,,\Iyl‘ll‘\\I//,.le.\\CO equiv. Nz 0Cy, Ill &1
oc¥ | Y171 ¥co oc¥ | YNH,R
I N 1
2 23
1 equiv.
NH,R
Ph + Ph +
1!1 co I

N
0Cy, lll ANH,R OCy, lll \NHR

W,
[1* | YR ocY | YNH,R
1 I
27 o ”
b~ N )
{// RHNT TNHR H ) equiv.
: i1 NILR
. 1 equiv. v
: NIL,R
Ph
+
I !
N |Ox] ,

0 0Cy, lll \NH,R B SRSECRERE OL"’&“‘NHZR
N W 1 equiv. NH,R S YaILR
C ¢ | YNHR R /C NI

A 2 ~N
N\ 26 IIJ 25
R
Scheme 9.

Assignment of the next step as oxidation was supported
by IR spectra that showed the disappearance of the car-
bamoyl stretches after the reaction mixtures were exposed
to air. It is expected that following oxidation of the com-
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plex, the carbamoyl proton would be more acidic and de-
protonation of 25 with the excess amine would produce the
isocyanate complex 26. Nucleophilic attack of an amine on
either coordinated or free isocyanate would afford the 1,3-
disubstituted urea, producing coordinatively unsaturated
complex 27, which could undergo addition of CO to regen-
erate the cationic intermediate 24 and close the catalytic
cycle.

The previous results implied that other tungsten carbonyl
iodide complexes might also serve as catalysts. The simplest
choice as precatalyst was the readily available, inexpensive,
and air stable W(CO)g. Preliminary studies were carried out
using W(CO)g as catalyst for the catalytic carbonylation of
n-butylamine. Reaction of W(CO)s, 100 equiv. of n-bu-
tylamine, 50 equiv. of I,, and 100 equiv. of K,CO5 in a 125-
mL Parr high-pressure vessel pressurized with 100 atm CO
produced di-n-butylurea in an amount corresponding to 39
turnovers per equivalent of W(CO)g, or 80% yield with re-
spect to amine.?7]

Subsequent optimization studies using n-propylamine es-
tablished that N,N’-disubstituted ureas could be obtained
in good to excellent yields using the W(CO)4/1, oxidative
carbonylation system.*® Once W(CO) (2 mol-%) was es-
tablished as the preferred catalyst, other variables were ex-
amined. Optimal conditions were 90°C, 80atm CO,
1.5 equiv. of K,COs, and a chlorinated solvent such as
CH,Cl, or CHCl;. Selected primary amines were converted
into the corresponding N,N'-disubstituted ureas using these
conditions. The results of these experiments showed that the
yields decreased when the substrate contained secondary or
tertiary alkyl substituents. In the case of aniline, it was not
possible to find conditions under which diphenylurea could
be obtained, presumably due to lower nucleophilicity of the
arylamine.

3.2 Carbonylation of Primary and Secondary Diamines to
Cyclic Ureas

Many methods for conversion of diamines to the corre-
sponding cyclic ureas have been reported.””-¥! Most of them
are stoichiometric reactions based on nucleophilic attack of
amines on phosgene and related derivatives. Catalytic oxi-
dative carbonylation of diamine substrates provides an al-
ternative route to cyclic ureas in which CO is used as the
carbonyl source. However, the synthesis of cyclic ureas via
metal-catalyzed carbonylation has received limited atten-
tion. Early reports of transition-metal-catalyzed carbon-
ylation of diamines mentioned cyclic ureas only as minor
side products. In the case of Mn,(CO),,-catalyzed carbon-
ylation of the diamines H,N(CH,),NH, (» = 2-4 and 6),
no cyclic products were observed when n = 2, 4, or 6 and
only 6% of the six-membered urea when n = 3.781 We thus
explored the catalytic carbonylation of diamines to cyclic
ureas using W(CO)q as the catalyst, I, as the oxidant, and
CO as the carbonyl source.[*! Both primary and secondary
o,m-diamines were substrates for the reaction, with second-
ary diamines being converted directly to the corresponding
N,N'-disubstituted cyclic ureas.
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Synthesis of the five-, six-, and seven-membered cyclic
ureas from the primary diamines could be achieved in mod-
erate to good yields [Equation (6)],2°! with the highest iso-
lated yield for the six-membered cyclic urea. Only trace
amounts of the eight-membered ring compound could be
detected in the reaction mixtures, which was not surprising
as there are no reports in the literature of preparation of
this compound from 1,5-pentanediamine. In addition, (+)-
(1R,2R)-1,2-diphenyl-1,2-ethanediamine was carbonylated
to the 2-imidazolidinone in 46% yield with no epimeri-
zation.  Reaction of the secondary  diamines
RNHCH,CH,NHR [Equation (6)]; [R = Me, Et, iPr, Bn]
under similar conditions resulted in conversion of the di-
amines to the corresponding N,N’-disubstituted cyclic
ureas. For both primary and secondary substrates, it was
necessary to employ high dilution conditions to minimize
formation of oligomers, a problem also encountered during
the reactions of phosgene and its derivatives with di-
amines.!””]

NHR NHR W(CO)q

KM% CO / 1, / K5COy W
2 n

n=0-
R = H, alkyl (6)

Steric effects on the ring-closure reaction were probed
by carbonylating N,N'-dimethyl, diethyl, diisopropyl, and
dibenzyl diamines under the standard conditions.[**! As ex-
pected, 1,3-diethyl-2-imidazolidinone and 1,3-dimethyl-2-
imidazolidinone were produced in nearly identical yields.
Changing the substituents to benzyl groups lowered the
yield only modestly but the presence of bulky isopropyl
groups dramatically reduced the yield of the imidazolid-
inone to only 10%. Yields in the sterically hindered cases
could not be improved by raising the reaction temperature.
Although primary amines reacted much more readily than
secondary amines, N-methylpropanediamine reacted under
the oxidative carbonylation conditions to produce the cor-
responding monosubstituted N-methyl cyclic urea in prefer-
ence to acyclic urea formation through the more reactive
primary amines.[3%

A more extensive study on the carbonylation of o,®-di-
amines to cyclic ureas involved further optimization of the
conditions using propane-1,3-diamine as the test substrate,
W(CO); as catalyst and I, as the oxidant.®%! Effects of sol-
vent and temperature variation on the yields of the cyclic
urea from propane-1,3-diamine were examined. Additional
experiments probed the effect of alkyl substituents in the
linker of primary diamines (Table 1). In the cases of simple
n-alkyl substituents, the yields of cyclic ureas are signifi-
cantly higher for the 2,2-dialkyl-1,3-propanediamines than
for the parent propane-1,3-diamine as a result of the
Thorpe-Ingold effect®] and improved solubility in organic
solvents during workup.
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Table 1. Tungsten-catalyzed oxidative carbonylation of substituted
primary diamines.

Amine Product % Yield

i
H,N /\/\NH2 HN K)NH 52

e

)(J)\
HZN/>(\ NH, N NH 0

Bu Bu Sg
Bu Bu

A

H2N/><\NH2 N NH 48
PhH,C™ CH,Ph w
PhH,C” CH,Ph
O

H,N NH, P
HN NH 50

U
HZN} ,NH2 HN NH 33

0
Et Bu HN )I\N H

LN M N 38

Et

The carbonylation of N,N’-dialkyl-2,2-dimethylpropane-
1,3-diamines afforded tetrasubstituted ureas; however, the
products were obtained in modest yields, and tetra-
hydropyrimidine byproducts were formed in significant
amounts when the substrates bore N-alkyl substituents
larger than methyl. Comparison of these results with the
carbonylations of secondary diamines to form five-mem-
bered cyclic ureas suggested that the effects of ring size and
N-substituent size on the carbonylation reaction are com-
plex.

Success with conversion of diamines to cyclic ureas sug-
gested the use of W(CO)g-catalyzed oxidative carbonylation
in the synthesis of complex targets. However, before con-
sidering applications in synthesis, it was necessary to evalu-
ate the functional group compatibility of the catalyst, often
a critical issue in the use of early metal systems. Studies of
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Table 2. Tungsten-catalyzed oxidative carbonylation of substituted benzylamines to ureas.

Amine % Yield® % Yield™ Amine % Yield® 9% Yield™
NH,
/@A NH, 63 73 Et 36 55
H 0
NH;
NH, 35 77 H 0 37
Cr (0]
NH.
/©/\ 2 30 77 NH, 41 69
Br X
1
NH
\©/\NH2 39 70 /@A 2 45 76
OoN
NH: NH:
2 47 70 2 37 68

o
MeS
HS

NH,3
/©/\ 28 14
HyN

[a] Reaction conditions: amine (7.1 mmol), W(CO)s (0.14 mmol), I, (3.5 mmol), K,COj; (10.7 mmol), solvent: CH,Cl, (20 mL), 70 °C,
80 atm CO, 24 h. [b] Solvent: CH,Cl,+H,0 (21 +3 mL, respectively). Other conditions are as in footnote a.

functional group compatibility using a series of substituted
benzylamines [Equation (7), Table 2] demonstrated that the
oxidative carbonylation of amines using the W(CO)¢/1, sys-
tem is tolerant of a wide variety of functionality, including
halides, esters, alkenes, and nitriles. A distinguishing feature
is the tolerance of unprotected alcohols, which would be
problematic with phosgene derivatives.*8! A critical result
of this study is the observation that the addition of water
to generate a biphasic solvent system produced dramatic
increases in the yields of functionalized ureas. In order for
the reaction to work efficiently, it is necessary to solubilize
the catalyst, the starting amine, the hydroiodide salt of the
starting material which is formed when protons are scav-
enged, and the base (K,COs3). The biphasic solvent system
provides phase transfer conditions in which the amine salt
can be deprotonated by aqueous carbonate and then re-
turned to the organic phase for carbonylation.

» €0, K,CO4 R// HN\n,NH \\R
0

(7

After broad functional group tolerance during W(CO),/
I,-catalyzed oxidative carbonylation of amines to ureas had
been established,*¥! use of this methodology to install the

Eur. J. Org. Chem. 2007, 4453-4465
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urea moiety into the core structure of the HIV protease
inhibitors DMP 323 and DMP 450 (Figure 2)[8283] was in-
vestigated.[®¥ Direct comparison of the catalytic carbon-
ylation reaction with stoichiometric reaction of the same
substrates with phosgene derivatives was possible due to the
extensive literature on the synthesis of these targets.

HO OH
H,N NH,
NJLN N/U\N
I’h\«&_/.”/Ph th>_),,’/ph

HO OH HO OH

DMP 323 DMP 450

Figure 2. Structures of the HIV protease inhibitors DMP 323 and
DMP 450.

It has been reported in the literature that the urea moiety
of DMP 323 and DMP 450 was installed by reaction of
phosgene or a phosgene equivalent with an O-protected di-
amine diol. In the initial small-scale preparations, a primary
diamine was treated with the phosgene derivative 1,1'-car-
bonyldiimidazole (CDI)#385-87] followed by N-alkylation as
appropriate. The practical preparation of DMP 450 in-
volves reaction of a secondary diamine with phosgene to
4461
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form the cyclic urea. Since use of phosgene or CDI requires
protection of the diol, extensive protecting group studies
have been carried out.[®3-88] Three of the previously de-
scribed O-protected diamine diols, acetonide 28,1%1 MEM
ether 29,3389 and SEM ether 3083 were tested in the cata-
lytic carbonylation reaction as representative examples con-
taining cyclic and acyclic protecting groups, respectively
[see Equation (8)].84

(6]
NH, NI, H\NJLN/H
2]
rh .., ~Ph W(CO)/cO _ Ph o h
" I,/ K,CO5 g
P'O op? PO op?

AN
31 P, P?= _XL(CHy),
32 P',P’= MEM, MEM
33 P!, P?2= SEM, SEM

28 PLpr= \C(CH)

s s 32

29 P!, P2= MEM, MEM
30 P',P’= SEM, SEM

®)

Carbonylation of the diamine substrates 28-30 [Equa-
tion (8)] to the cyclic ureas 31-33 provided a means for
comparison of the W(CO)4-catalyzed process to the stoi-
chiometric reactions of the phosgene derivative CDI. Yields
of the ureas from the catalytic reaction depended on the
protecting group on the diol, as was also observed for ring
closure with stoichiometric CDI (Table 3). These results
demonstrate that the catalytic oxidative carbonylation reac-
tion can be used to convert diamines to cyclic ureas in ex-
amples relevant to the preparation of complex targets.

Table 3. Tungsten-catalyzed oxidative carbonylation of diamines
28-30 to ureas 31-33.

Diamine Reagent Solvent Urea Ref.
% yield

28 CDI CH;CN 15 1831
28 CDI TCE 67 1831
28 W(CO)s/CO CH,Cl,/H,O 38 (84
28 W(CO)s/CO CH,Cl, 23 (84
29 CDI CH,Cl, 62, 76 [83.86.89]
29 W(CO)s/CO CH,Cl,/H,O 49 (841
30 CDI CH,Cl, 52,93 [83.86]
30 W(CO)s/CO CH,Cl,/H,O 75 (84

Efforts to avoid the protecting-group chemistry in re-
ported syntheses of DMP 323 and DMP 450 by carbonylat-
ing the diamine diol 34 were frustrated by the reaction of
the diol hydroxy groups to generate oxazolidinones 35 and
36 [Equation (9)].1%1 Oxazolidinone formation had also

NI, NIl
" W(CO), I NH
Bt . "B (CO), I . 2
HO OH CO, K,CO4 Ph
34 35
4462 WWW.EUIjoc.org
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been reported as the result of reaction of 34 with CDI and
phosgene.®® The earlier functional group compatibility
study had suggested that the catalyst was tolerant of -OH
groups [Equation (7), Table 2] but the test substrate in that
study was [4-(aminomethyl)phenyljmethanol, in which the
-OH group is para with respect to the amine so as to elimin-
ate the possibility of formation of a cyclic carbamate. For
that substrate, the corresponding urea was produced with-
out competing carbamate or carbonate formation.*® For
the diamine diol 34, oxazolidinone formation had been pre-
ferred under the reaction conditions tested.

More recently, the catalytic carbonylation of a series of
amino alcohols of varying tether lengths and substitution
patterns was carried out to probe the selectivity of the
W(CO)4/1, carbonylation system for reactivity of alcohols
vs. amines. The phosgene derivatives dimethyl dithiocar-
bamate (DMDTC) and 1,1’-carbonyldiimidazole (CDI)
were used as representative stoichiometric reagents for com-
parison purposes.[40]

A series of 1,2-, 1,3-, 1,4- and 1,5-amino alcohol sub-
strates was subjected to W(CO)s-catalyzed oxidative car-
bonylation for evaluation of the selectivity of the W(CO),/
I, system toward formation of the ureas or carbamates,
either cyclic or acyclic (Table 4). As a comparison of the
stoichiometric reactions of phosgene derivatives to the cata-
lytic W(CO)/I, methodology, the results of reaction of CDI
and DMDTC with the amino alcohol substrates also ap-
pear in Table 4.

The results indicated that the W(CO)4/I, methodology
can indeed be applied to carbonylation of amino alcohols
to the ureas without protection of the hydroxy group. The
W(CO)¢-catalyzed oxidative carbonylation was consistently
selective for the urea over the cyclic carbamate for all tether
lengths and substitution patterns studied. Acyclic carba-
mates were not detected in the reaction mixtures. In con-
trast, reactions of the phosgene derivatives CDI and
DMDTC with 1,3- and 1,2-amino alcohol substrates exhib-
ited variable selectivities between ureas and cyclic carba-
mates. It is important to note that the reaction conditions
for these studies were not the same as for the initial work
on diamine diol 34. Optimized conditions for carbonylation
of amino alcohols to the ureas involved use of pyridine as
the base, removing the necessity for the biphasic solvent
system used in the original functional group compatibility
study.l3®!

Other targets that were prepared to investigate the scope
of the W(CO)g/I, system were biotin and related heterocy-
clic ureas.®!l Biotin (37b), also known as Vitamin H, is pro-
duced on large scale as a feed additive for poultry and

()
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Table 4. Carbonylation of amino alcohols to ureas and carbamates.
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. ) Urea Cyclic
Substrate Reagent %) carbamate (%)
W(CO), /CO 64 2
H,NTN"N"on o)} 80 trace
DMDTC 45 0
W(CO)s /CO 93 0
NH,
HO/\(\/ CDl1 70 trace
DMDTC 93 0
W(CO)s /CO 95 trace
OH NH,
CDl1 36 60
CH,Ph
DMDTC 30 8
W(CO); /CO 72 14
OH NH,
P DI 49 30
PH DMDTC 34 47
OH NH, W(CO)s /CO 60 5
V cpl 55 28
DMDTC 32 29
W(CO), /CO 78 10
HO NH,
\—<' CDI 18 22
Ph
DMDTC 72 trace
HO NH, W(CO); /CO 79 14
Ph) CDI 30 52
DMDTC 73 trace
swine. It has also been the target of more than 40 total and o
formal syntheses.’”) One recurring theme in these syntheses P
, - ati : acti HN,  (NH HN" NH
has been installation of the urea moiety by reaction of S W(CO)/ I
phosgene with a diaminotetrahydrothiophene derivative. ﬂ , _—
Although biotin itself could not be produced directly R' "X 'R CO/KyCO05 RIT x7 “Rr2
from the carboxylic acid 37a [Equation (10)], biotin methyl
. . . 39a-42a 39b-42b
ester (38b) was obtained in 84% yield upon W(CO)s-cata-
lyzed oxidative carbonylation of diamine 38a. The related X Rl R2
heterocycles 39b-42b were also prepared by the carbon- 39a 39 0 H H
ylation procedure and the yields compared to those ob- 40a  40b o H (CH,)4CH;
41a  41b N-BOC CH; CH;
42a  42b CH,CH, H H e))

) 0

80,2

- NH;* IrN)\
HN, 3V

NH

Table 5. Yields of bicyclic ureas from diamines 39a-42a.

W(CO)4 /1
O W%l Z—§ Amine Urea W(CO)e/1, CDI
“ CO/K,CO “ % yield % yield
§7 U CoR S §7 A" coR

39a 3% Trace 20
37a R=H 37b R=H (0%) 40a 40b 47 67
382 R=Me 38b R=Me  (84%) 4la 41b 46 37

42a 42b 57 56

(10)
Eur. J. Org. Chem. 2007, 4453-4465 © 2007 Wiley-VCH Verlag GmbH & Co. KGaA, Weinheim WWW.EUrjoc.org 4463



MICROREVIEW

D. J. Diaz, A. K. Darko, L. McElwee-White

tained by reaction of the same substrates with CDI [Equa-
tion (11), Table 5]. Yields of the ureas were moderate to
good and depended on the solubility of the diamine and
urea in dichloromethane.

4. Conclusions

Transition-metal-catalyzed carbonylation of amines of-
fers new and efficient methodology for the selective synthe-
sis of ureas under relatively mild reaction conditions. Use
of CO as the carbonyl source in the presence of a catalyst
and an oxidant provides an alternative to the traditional
methods for conversion of amines to ureas, which involve
stoichiometric use of phosgene and its derivatives. From the
perspective of green chemistry, the replacement of phosgene
and the minimization of the waste streams associated with
phosgene derivatives would be beneficial.

Recent developments in metal-catalyzed oxidative car-
bonylation of amines include new techniques such as the
use of ionic liquids, microwave irradiation and electrocata-
lytic carbonylation. In addition to extensive work with pal-
ladium complexes, carbonylation reactions that utilize other
late transition metals, such as Ni, Ru, Rh, Co, Au, have
also been demonstrated to afford ureas. Indications that
tungsten-catalyzed oxidative carbonylation of function-
alized amines could be of use in the synthesis of complex
targets have also been reported. Given the prevalence of
urea functionality in compounds with a wide range of ap-
plications, further work in this area is no doubt forthcom-
ing.
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